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Diane's Diary 
Diane Tanner 
The weather did cooperate for the 
September meeting and our turnout was good 
with some new and several "old” faces. One 
face went by so fast that I started looking for 
a silver bullet. And while we missed a 
Christmas Party update, everything appears 
on track. | think we had a good evening of 
socializing. 
By the time you read this, Pride weekend 
will have come and gone. Hopefully, we 
.made a good showing. Those of you who 
were at Pride didn't see me because I was at 
the Southern Comfort Conference. I vote 
that there should be a both a local and 
national scheduling committee to reduce 
these schedule conflicts. All organizations 
should be required to participate in a 
monthly forum. The scheduling committee 
should meet the third Wednesday of the 
month. Let me know if you're interested in 
joining either scheduling committee. I'll 
understand if you have another commitment. 
I had a chance to meet recently with the 
TGEA group. It was interesting to note the 
similarities with GGA, and I had some good 
conversations. Their large metro area has 
several separate groups, which is quite 
different from GGA. I'd like to express 
particular thanks to the TGEA membership 
chair Yvonne, who makes me wish we could 
have a similar position. 
See the Community Center note (Page 5) 


which describes the Hate Crimes grant 5. If you see a split, immediately buff to a 


recently awarded. This is a significant 
achievement not only for Community 
Center, tmt for New Orleans and Louisiana. 
It also worth noting again that the GGA has 
3 members serving on the LGCCNO Board 
or Directors. 

In closing, think about nominations for 
the GGA board to be submitted in October. 
Elections will be held as usual in November. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Beauty Hints 
Lucette 


Hi Ladies 


Sorry I missed the September meeting. I 
understand it was a good one and that 
everyone had a good time. 

By request, let's go over the nail care 
routine. 

Nail Care for Week, Peeling Nails. 
1.The worst enemy of weak, peeling nails is 
repeated dry/wet cycles (hands in and out of 
water). The water can cause the nail layers 
to swell, loosen, separate and peel. 

2. You can't grow weak, pecling nails#o 
enormous length. This type of nail should be 
at a normal length. 

3. Edges should be smoothed on a daily 
basis. This type of nail can't support being 
polished. 

4. Don't over buff or grind down the top 
layer. 


smooth edge. Don't peel back. 
6. Always moisturize your cuticles and 


nails, 

Nail Care for Hard, Brittle Nails. 

1. The worst enemy of hard, brittle nails is 
dryness. 

2. Hard, brittle nails will be worse in winter 
due to the dry air. Avoid any mechanical 
stress such as grabbing keys out of your 
purse, or using your nail as a tool. 

3. Use hand cream with SPF-4 and cuticle 
cream religiously. These lack flexibility and 
they need plenty of moisture. 

4, Don't overbuff. 

5. Keep a natural length. 

6. One product alone cannot change your 
nails; it is a combination of products that 
take care of the nail problem. {Lucette is one 
of GGa's helping professionals. We are glad 
to have her back in the Flipside. Her ad is 
on page 3-ed} 
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E-MAIL LISTINGS 
{E-Mail Corrections to Tiac@juno.com} 
GGA: Anyone@gga.org e.g. President, etc 
http:\\www. gga.org 
Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 
Marie G: Mariedenig@aol.com 
www. members.aol.com/mariedenig 
Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Mike M: lunatic@bellsouth. net 
Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 
Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Dianne B: dbbailey@linknet.net 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Joanne W: joanneco@ix.netcom.net 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 
Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Dawn D.: Dawn2@earthlink. net 
Chris K: Chrise@Concentric.net 
http://www.concentric. net/~chmse/ 
INDEX.HTML 
Leslie Gill: Snotco@aol.com 
Nicole Adams: Nicole2u@aol.com 
DOVOVOOOOOODOOOOO 
LAGNIAPPE! 
{This is your column! The articles submit- 
ted are generally from our readers. We 
—will—publisti-your- pet peeves; ~yes!;— even 
your positive comments if you happen to 
like something we've done. etc. It doesn't 
have to be more than a line or two, if long 
enough, we will normally publish it as a 
full article. It can be marked ‘anonymous’, 
but we do need to know who it was sub- 
mitted by. It can even be a ‘personal' as 
long as it fits our general policy as out- 


lined in the bylaws and as summarized in 
our outreach brochure.-ed} 


QOGVOOOOHOOOOOOLO 
Come Cruise With Us 


Donna & Shirley O. 


Back in the July meeting we mentioned 
that we are planning to go on a cruse ship in 
the not to distant future. A few people 
expressed interest, so here is a brief sum- 
mary of what we have found out. The cruise 
will depart on October 15, 2000. This is 
timed so it will be in conjunction with the 
GGA meeting weekend, and those who need 
it can take advantage of our reduced rate at 
our meeting location. The cruise will leave 
out of New Orleans and go to Montego Bay, 
Jamaica; Grand Cayman, Playa del Carmen, 
and Cozumel, Mexico. The ship will depart 
New Orleans on Sunday and return the 
following Sunday. The cost for the trip will 
vary depending on what type of cabin you 
select. All costs are based on double 
occupancy. Estimated costs, at this time are 
from $1500 to $1680 (includes $140/per 
couple for insurance). Remember to double 
cabin cost for individuals traveling alone. 
For additional details please feel free to e- 
mail us at pttlov@bellsouth. net. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Trivia Daily 
Phoenix Fire 
aka Drake Pendragon 

Question: Why do things appear darker 
when they're wet? 
Answer: Grab a white shirt, dip it in water, 
and voila, it turns gray right before your 
very eyes. If we hadn't all seen it much too 
often it would make for an impressive magic 
trick. Since we have, it's an excellent trivia 
question. 

What causes this optical transformation is 
simple science. When fabric gets wet, light 
coming towards it refracts within the water, 
dispersing the light. In addition, the surface 
of the water causes incoherent light scatter- 
ing. The combination of these two effects 
causes less light to reflect to your eyes and 
makes the wet fabric appear darker. 
Question: Why doesn't drinking water cool 
your mouth after eating spicy food? 
Answer: The spices in most of the hot foods 
that we eat are oily, and, like your elemen- 
tary school science teacher taught you, oil 
and water don't mix. In this case, the water 
just rolls over the oily spices, 


So what can you do to calm your aching 
tongue? Try one of these three methods. Eat 
bread. The bread will absorb the oily spices. 
A second solution is to drink milk. Milk 
contains a substance called "casein" which 
will bind to the spices and carry them away. 
Finally, you could drink something alco- 
holic. Alcohol will dissolve the oily spices. 


Question: They weren't invented in France, 
so why does everybody call them "French 
fries?” 

Answer: It's true, the French fry wasn't 
invented in France. (Its origin is probably 
Belgian.) But the "French" in French fries 
doesn't refer to its country of origin. It 
refers to the way in which this side dish is 
prepared. _ 

Food that is cut into strips is said to be 
"Frenched.” Since French fries are strips of 
potato that have been fried, they became 
known as French fried potatoes, or "French 
fries." 

Question: Why is it called a "hamburger" if 
it doesn't contain ham? 

Answer: At first glance, it seems that the 
word "hamburger" is a combination of the 
words “ham” and "burger." Therefore, one 
naturally assumes that a hamburger is a 
burger that contains ham. 

But the word "hamburger" actually traces 
its roots back to Hamburg Germany, where 
people used to eat a similar food called the 
"Hamburg steak." Eventually, the Hamburg 
steak made its way to the United States, 
where people shortened its name to "ham- 
burger." 

Question: Were hot dogs ever made of dogs? 
Answer: Nah. But when they were first 


for fear that they were made of dogs. (More 
in the next question.) 
Question: How'd the hot dog get its strange 
name? ; 
Answer: The hot dog was originally called 
"“frankfurter" after Frankfurt, Germany, its 
birthplace. But from the beginning people 
called it “dachshund sausage," because it 
looked like the long, thin dog. 

In the US, the German sausage was 
especially popular with New York baseball 
(Continued on page 5) 
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concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 

{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 


Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 


Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
454-3048 Myrle McArthur 
864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
2405 Pass Rd Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
P. O. BOX 922 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 
New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 

Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Worreal 298-467-1286 


Lucetie Worre: 226-4 a LEO 
Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 


Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


201 Gordon Crocket 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


837-5580 
(office) 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


Nails by Tina 
Professional Nail Care 
3242 B Popps Ferry Rd 

D’ Iberville, MS 
(228) 396-3006 
Mon-Sat 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Celtic Desktop Services 
Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


504-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Iynn 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 


Ste E (upstairs) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Sereniti 


Place 

Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is aq monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) a 
ENAISSANCE AFFILIATED GROUP. 
Articles and information contained in 
this newsletter may be reprinted by 
other non-profit transgender 
organizations without advance 

mission, provided a copy is sent to 

ulf Gender Alliance within 2 months 
after the material is published and 
proper credit is given to author and 
source. 


__ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may be altered in the 
editing process with the author's intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material wiii' be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
Page should be accompanied by an 

CH (or DOS text) file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS compatible _ diskette. 
(Word Perfect up through 7.0 also) 

The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
approved guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA's officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active emDersn, and 

IS5/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
eile list. _Members who do not 
bring their dues current within 1 month 
of their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board's discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 
All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 

Cissy G, Conley 

P. O. Box 5085 

Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 

All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the second Thursday of 
the month prior to the following months 
newsletter. Otherwise, expect an 
additional months delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 
Our E-Mail address is: 
anyone@GGA.org 


GGA CALENDAR-1999 fees Mesing NOM 


October 9th - Regular Meeting If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
{Nominations & Movies) 


please contact us at the aforementioned 
November 13th - Regular Meeting 


address or call us at: 
{Elections & Pay for XMAS Party} (504) 943-1999 

December 11th - Christmas Party This month's regular meeting will be 

(Usual Party Plantation) held October 9th in our usual location in 
{See members insert for more the Greater New Orleans area. For those 
information on locations} desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Board of Directors 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and General 
Membership Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Meeting 
location information is included separately 
for members or guests who have been 
interviewed. j 

ODOOOOOOODOOOOOOlO 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 
Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491-5304 (713) 347-8747 


KING & QUEEN TRAVELING REVUE 
ADDRESS 
P.O. BOX 4572 
BILOXI, MS 39535 
E-MAIL 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


GGA Officers 


President 
Vice-president 
Secretary/Treasurer 


Board of Directors 


Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole A, 
Cissy C, Tara S, Nancy B, 
Michelle Ryan & Donna O 


El OLYSIS 
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC. 


He, Mon-Thu 10 AW7 PM « Ft. 9 AM PM 
TBR; 
1-800-278-4352 


fans, who bought the newfangled sandwich 
from vendors who sold them by yelling, 
"Get your dachshund sausages while they're 


red hot.” Ted Dorgan, a leading cartoonist, 
thought these vendors were so comical, that 
he decided to lampoon them. In his cartoon, 
they were shown selling REAL dachshund 
dogs in a roll, yelling "Get your hot dogs!” 
at each other. The name stuck, and the rest 
is history. 
OOOO OOOO HO OOOOOO 
Victory 
Forwarded by Diane Tanner 


{It is worth noting that both the Co-Chair of the 
Lesbian and Gay Community Center (LGCCNO) and 
the Chair of the Mayors Advisory Council (MAC) are 
Trangendered} 

The Lesbian and Gay Community Center 
of New Orleans was awarded a grant by the 
Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement 
to fund our Hate Crimes Project. 


Mimi Jalenak, social worker and board 
member represented The Center in Alexan- 
dria on September 14 and 15 at the meetings 
of the commission crime victims advisory 
board and at the full meeting of the commis- 
sion board. Our grant was approved without 
opposition along with other long standing 
social service programs. 

This is a major historical step forward 
for the community center and our presence 
in the New Orleans community. We can 
attribute our success to the Mayor's Advi- 
sory Committee on LGBT issues, Bridget 
Bane, Commissioner of Criminal Justice, her 
competent staff, the LGCCNO previous and 
current boards, all of our supporters, and the 
authors of the grant, Mimi Jalenak and 
Martha Kegel. 


The search is now on for qualified staff 
to run the program. We are seeking an 
Executive Director/Program Manager with 
strong communication and networking skills, 
and a Volunteer Coordinator with proven 
experience to provide scheduling, training 
and maintaining volunteers for a 24 hour 
hotline and walk-in center. All applicants 
should send resumes with letters of interest 
to Search Committee, LGCCNO, 2114 
Decatur Street, New Orleans, LA 70116. 
The grant period is from October 1, 1999, to 
September 30, 2000. 


OOOOOHOO OOOO OOOOH 
Clinton 
Phoenix Fire 
aka Drake Pendragon 

One night, Bill Clinton was awakened by 
George Washington's ghost in the 
White House. Clinton saw him and asked, 
"George, what is the best thing I could do to 
help the country?” "Set an honest and 
honorable example, just as I did,” advised 
George. 

The next night, the ghost of Thomas 
Jefferson moved through the dark bedroom. 
"Tom, what is the best thing I could do to 
help the country?” Clinton asked. "Cut 
taxes aud reduce the size of governmeat," 
advised Tom. 

Clinton didn't sleep well the next night, 
and saw another figure moving in the 
shadows. 

It was Abraham Lincoln's ghost."Abe, what 
is the best thing I could do to help the 
country?" 

Clinton asked. "Go to the theater 


BRIGHT SIGNS 
Phoenix Fire 
aka Drake Pendragon 

How many members of your sign does it 
take to change a light bulb? 
ARIES: Just one. You want to make some- 
thing of it? 
TAURUS: One, but just try to convince 
them that the burned-out bulb is useless and 
should be thrown away. 
GEMINI: Two, but the job never gets done 
— they just keep discussing who is supposed 
to do it and how it's supposed to be done! 
CANCER: Just one. But it takes a therapist 
three years to help them through the grieving 
process. 
LEO: Leos don't change light bulbs, 
although sometimes their agent will get a 
Virgo in to do the job for them while they're 
out. 
VIRGO: Approximately 1.000000 with an 
error of +/- one millionth. 
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LIBRA: Er, two. Or maybe one. No, on 
second thought, make that two. Is that okay 
with you? 

SCORPIO: That information is strictly secret 
and shared only with the Enlightened Ones 
in the Star Chamber of the Ancient Hierar- 
chical Order. 

SAGITTARIUS: The sun is shining, the day 
is young, we've got our whole lives ahead of 
us, and you're inside worrying about a 
stupid burned-out light bulb? 
CAPRICORN: I don't waste my time with 
these childish jokes. 

AQUARIUS: Well, you have to remember 
that everything is energy, SO.... 


PISCES: Light bulb? What light bulb? 
OOOOOOHOHHOOOOOOHOO 
Karen's Korner 
Karen Louise Scott 


Our September meeting was most 
delightful! Everyone was happy and having 
a good time. Allison was voted in, welcome 
Allison. We bad two ladies for their first 
meetings, Tammy and Renee. Welcome to 
you both. Allison, Tammy and Renee are 
most delightful. 


There is a lot going on this month. The 
Pride Celebration parade and Pride at 
Armstrong Park. It looks as though we will 
be in the parade. The parade is a lot of fun 
and we need to make a good showing, so 
please come down for it if you can. 

Also, it is fun at the park. There are 
friendly people, music, food, stage entertain- 
ment and a politician here and there. It will 
be a day well spent. 

For those who are interested, Donna and 
Siiricy are working Ga 4 
year. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone next 
time and at Pride. Have a great month! 


OOOOOOOOOOOOHOOOO 


man ar 
cruise 10r Geat 


From the Stenopad 
Cissy Conley 
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I do regret having been unable to see you 
all at the September meeting, especially as 
their were several faces we hadn't seen in 
some time. But duty(?) called and I had to 
go out West for several weeks. It seems I've 
just learned the true meaning of time delay. 
Both Diane and Nancy had to e-mail their 
inputs several times before they could cross 
the Mississippi, or maybe it was the 
Missouri! I would like to take this opportu- 
nity to thank Nancy B. for filling in as 
Secretary and Treasurer for September. I 
will be back in time for the October 
meeting. I am including the notes for 
September events, in case the carrier pigeons 
do get this to you in time for some of them. 
Meeting Notes: 

1. Pridefest - Contact Jamie Booth regarding 
decorating a truck (pick-up) float on Friday 
night before the parade. 

Contact Nancy B  (NancyB@gga.org) 
regarding working the GGA outreach booth. 
2. No-Aids Walk Sunday Sep 19. No 
specific GGA presence but the Lesbian & 
Gay Community Center and PFLAG will be 
walking. Individual walkers are welcome. 
3. October GGA meeting, usual location. 
Nominations for new officers. All members 
are encouraged to participate. We are also 
planning more movies in October. 

4. November meeting Elections. There is 
also a possibility of the Tulane Gender 
Clinic making a marketing presentation, if 
Charlie Simonin is able to set it up. 

5. Christmas Party will cost about $30.00 
per person this year. The increased expense 
is for music accompaniment. Please bring 
money to the November meeting. Note that 
the fee applies to all categories of members 
and significant others. If you want to bring 
a guest, obtain approval from an officer or 
board member. 5 

6. LAGPAC's Community First Awards will 
conflict with October meeting. Diane Tanner 
will be at the awards ceremony representing 
us and the VP will chair the meeting. 

7. Donna & Shirley O are trying to get some 
interest in a cruise for October 2000. This 
will require a deposit now and payment in 
full by July 2000. See their article in the 
Lagniappe Column for more information. 


NA [AL 


Events can be posted up to 1 year 


in advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact 


from the promoter. GGA accepts 
no responsibility for the accuracy 
or content of these items. 


OOOLOOOO OOOH OOOOO 
Fantasia Fair 
Oct 17-24 
Provincetown, MA 
P.O. Box 354 
Sagamore, MA 02561-0354 
order@fantasiafair.org 
OOOOOOOOOOOLOOOEH 
Holiday En-Femme 
Nov 11-14 
Houston TX 
SOCOOHOOOOOHOOOOLO 
Paradise in the Poconos 
Nov 4-7 
Pocono Mountains, PA 
CDS 
P. O. Box 61263 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
poco@cdspub.com 
(610) 640-9449Dignity Cruise 
Nov 14-21 
melpeg@pmpub.com 


GOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


10th Annual Fali Harvest 
Nov 11-14 
Milwaukee, WI 
P.O. Box 44211 
Milwaukee, WI 53214 
fallharvest99@usa.net 
(414) 297-9328 
COOOCOCOOOOOOOOO 
Our Gender Family #17 
Rachel Miller 


Will You Try To Understand? 


Don't you just hate transvestites! They're 
all a bunch of faggots, wearing skimpy, 
outrageous costumes and cruising the bars 
looking for sex all the time. Every one of 
them is a Godless abomination. They're just 
plain evil. 

They're not only low class but mentally 
ill as well. They don't deserve any rights. 
They should all be locked up to protect 
society, especially our children, from this 
dangerous and depraved menace. 

That is how many people see transvestites 
or cross-dressers. Such a stereotypical view 
is an oversimplified belief that assumes 
every member of a group conforms to an 
unvarying pattern and thereby lacks any 
individuality, Without any connection to 
such a group, it is easy to hate them all. As 
James Russell Lowell said, "Folks never 
understand the folks they hate." 


You may think that you don't know 
anyone in the transgendered community but 
you probably do. Unless you live alone in a 
cave, someone you know is likely to be a 
transvestite who is afraid to tell you for fear 
of rejection. Society says there is something 
wrong with us, so we hide the truth. You 
live right along side us and never know our 
secret. I hid so well that of the 60 people 
Closest to me, including my wife, none of 
them had any idea that I was a cross-dresser. 
They were all very surprised when I told 
them. 

I don't fit very neatly into a box simply 
labeled, Cross-dresser! While cross-dressing 
is a part of me, it is only a part of who I 
am. I wrote this poem to explain that 
Situation to my family and friends. 

Dol vou Love Me? teed 
You know me as a person who has strong 
Spiritual beliefs, 

Who loves his wife and is committed to his 
marriage, 

Who values family and friends and 

Who feels that being a grandfather is one of 
the greatest experiences of life. 

You know me as a person who loves 
children and childlike things, 

Who is sensitive, caring and compassionate, 
Who believes in personal responsibility and 


Who is committed to working hard and 
doing a good job. 

You know me as a person who enjoys good 
food and fine wines (Plus beer, pizza and ice 
cream), 

Who brings humor to the workplace and 
elsewhere, 

Who works at physical conditioning and 
enjoys roller-blading and 


Who loves animals, especially cats. 

You know me as a person who is discover- 
ing a love for theater and the arts, 

Who is learning to express his enjoyment of 
decorating, colors, fabrics and 

textures, 

Who wants to be accepted and ioved just as 
he is, 

So, do you love me? 

What if society does not accept part of me 
but I do; 

Will you still love me? 

What if I need to expose the truth about me 
to be at peace inside; 

Will you still love me? 

What if I take a chance and become vulnera- 
ble by disclosing my story; 

Will you still love me? 

What if I told you that I like to shave my 
legs and wear a skirt; 

Will you still love me? 

Because we had strong relationships on 
different levels, everyone I told responded 
with support and acceptance. They all 
reaffirmed their love for me. 

They didn't understand much about 
cross-diessing but they knew I dida't fit the 
stereotypical mold so they were willing to 
learn. Later, some told me that they found 
themselves making friends with people who 
were different in other ways. 

I know many cross-dressers and they are 
all unique individuals. They are good and 
bad, nice and not so nice, just like any other 
group of people. Because of the fear of 
losing everything they have become as good 
at hiding as I was. Your husband, brother, 
best friend or coworker could be a cross— 
dresser and you wouldn't know. Would it be 


safe for them to tell you? Would you treat 

them as individuals or would you respond 

with the anger, fear and hatred described 

earlier? Will you try to understand? 
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore 

get wisdom: 

And with all thy getting get understanding. 

Proverbs 4:7 

Notes: 


1. I will present a spiritually oriented 
seminar at the Holiday En Femme in 
Houston on Friday, November 12. Part 1 is 
"What Does The Bible Tell Us?” -- A 
logical refutation of the legalistic approach 
based on Deuteronomy 22:5 including a 
study of God's love and compassion. It 
focuses on His grace that frees us from all 
condemnation. Part 2 is "Finding An 
Accepting Church Home” 


-- A discussion of the practical aspects of 
finding a church that accepts people as they 
are. It describes steps you can take and 
denominations that are more open to trans- 
gendered people. 


2. The complete series of Our Gender 
Family newsletters is available on my 


web site. 


http://members.aol.com/rachelmill http://- 
tmembers.aol.com/rachelmill 


The extremely popular series of articles 
published in The Femme Mirror is also there 
along with those written jointly by Marsha 
and me for The Sweetheart Connection, a 
newsletter designed specifically for the 
spouses and significant others of trans- 
gendered people. I'm sure you will find 
interesting reading in this widely acclaimed 
material, . 
3. My community best seller, The Bliss of 
Becoming One! encourages transvestites to 
integrate their feminine and masculine traits 
through understanding and self-acceptance. It 
encourages revealing our true selves to 
our loved ones, helping those in need in the 
community and educating society. Signed 
copies are available for $15 postage paid 
from: Opportunities for Improvement, P.O. 
Box 31475, Oakland, CA 94604. 
OOOOGOOOOOOOOOOGO 


Same-sex Marriage Apparently on the 


Rocks 
Michelle Steiner 
michelle@michelle.org 


I lived in Sierra Vista from Jun 83 to 
May 89, and still have some friends there. 
Sierra Vista is a fairly small city; the 
population was about 30,000 ten years ago (I 
don't know what it is now), and much of 
that consisted of the soldiers stationed at 
Fort Huachuca, which is located within city 
limits. 

I think that for a small-town reporter 
who probably had no contact with, or 
knowledge of, transsexual or transgendered 
people before this story broke, Bill Hess did 
a reasonably good job. One time he used a 
pronoun for Tiffany, he used "her." All 
other pronouns in the story were from other 
people. 

As for the headline, legally, it was a 
same-sex marriage, even though we know 
better. 

SIERRA VISTA - For years, Richard Edgar 
was in love with a woman who happened to 
be trapped in a mans body. 

Willing to stand by a person named 
Tiffany through the sex change process 


and always referring to the person who is 
still physically a male as she Richard said 
the love is gone. 

Its over, he said Tuesday night as he sat 
at a kitchen table in his mothers home. 


Across the street, a single light softly 
glowed in the home he once shared with 
Tiffany Edgar, the man who took Richards 
last name on Nov. 15, 1995, when he 
legally changed his name from Clayo F. 
Gollihue Jr. with the approval of a Florida 


“circuit judge. 


Refusing to open the door, Tiffany asked 
who was knocking, and when told it was a 
reporter with the Sierra Vista Herald/Bisbee 
Daily Review, a soft voice said, I have 
nothing to say. 

Richard and Tiffany lived together as an 
unmarried couple in Florida before moving 
to Arizona in January, and Richard said he 
agreed she could use his last name. 


He said they knew they could not marry 
in Florida because of that states ban on 
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same-sex marriages but thought by moving 
to Arizona they could unite in wedlock. 

Now he and Tiffany are under investiga- 
tion for violating state law of same-sex 
marriages. Although there is no penalty, 
except the state refusing to recognize them as 
a married couple, possible fraud charges 
could be filed because in filling out a 
marriage license, Tiffany was listed as being 
a woman. 

The Edgar case is one of two incidents 
being investigated in Cochise County where 
same-sex couples have not only obtained 
marriage licenses, but went through a 
ceremony as well. 

The other case involves Aida Lopez and 
Brianna Thomas, both women. Lopez, who 
spent months in the women's section of the 
Cochise County Jail, claims to be a man and 
filled out the marriage license as a male. 
Lopez had previously been married to a man 
and filled out a license as a woman. 

Although she has sought to have the 
marriage annulled, it does not appear that 
has been done, which means Lopez also 
could be charged with bigamy as a result of 
a July 6 wedding in Tombstone. 

As for the Edgars, they took out a 
marriage license on March 5 and were 
married March 17 by Justice Court 5 Judge 
Pro Tem Ann Lund. 

Three months later came the separation, 
which by law is not legal, because in the 
eyes of the state they are not married. 

Listening to her sons story, Pat Lyons 
said Richard did not tell her until 
a little more than a month ago that Tiffany 
was not only a man, but his mother knew 
Tiffany as the man named Ciayo when sie 
lived in Florida some years ago. 

I was the maid of honor at their wed- 
ding, Pat said, still shocked by the revela- 
tion. 

She said she didn't recognize Tiffany as 
Clayo, although she was suspicious because 
of the low register of Tiffany's voice. 

Pat said if she had known Tiffany was a 
man she would have tried to stop her son. 

I don't believe in that. I dent believe in 
two guys or two gals getting married. God 


made male and female for marriage, she 
said. 

Another thing that bothers her is the fact 
there are no signs when a person seeks a 
marriage license in Arizona stating same-sex 
Imarriages are illegal. 

They (Richard and Tiffany) knew it was 
illegal in Florida but thought it was OK 
here, said Pat, who moved to Arizona five 
years ago. 

Richard said when he first met the person 
he now calls Tiffany they were beer-drinking 
buddies, even though the person then named 
Clayo was 17 years his senior. 

Along the way, Richard said he found 
out Tiffany bad once been married and 
fathered a child. 

But within the mans body was a woman 
who was enjoyable to be with, Richard said. 

She had a positive outlook. We got along 
pretty good, he said. 

Tiffany began taking female hormones to 
Start the process of ultimately having a sex 
change operation, Richard said. 

But there were mood swings which 
caused their relationship to become more and 
more rocky, he said. 

The up's and downs of the relationship 
were part of their lives in Florida and 
continued when they moved to Arizona, he 
said. 

Asked to described himself sexually, 
Richard said he considers himself straight, 
not bisexual or homosexual, even though he 
and his partner did engage in sex. 

To Richard, the sex between them was a 
man him and a woman, who just happens to 
still be. technically a male, a 

Psychologically Tiffany is a woman, he 
said. 

Pat said her son dated many real women, 
and she, too, does not see him as being gay. 

As she sat across from Richard at the 
kitchen table, Pat said she loves her son and 
is willing to help him through this emotional 
crisis. 

One thing she doesn't want is people to 
pass judgment on Richard, Tiffany or her. 

We all are humans. We all make 


mistakes, Pat said. 

For Richard, the recognition his relation- 
ship with Tiffany is a mistake grows each 
day. 

He no longer wears his wedding band, 
and he is seeking a complete break by trying 
to obtain his personal possessions from 
Tiffany's mobile home. 

Thursday night, with the escort of a 
Sierra Vista Police officer, he was able to 
get some of the possessions. Today, Richard 
and Pat will go to court to seek an order to 
get the rest. 


Looking back from the years they were 
together in Florida to the time they came to 
Arizona and were married, Richard said, We 
just fel. cut of love. 

{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 

a free Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
American Educational Gender Information Service and 
It's Time, America! Material distributed via GAIN is 

for research and educational purposes only and is not 

to be used for commercial gain} 


DOOOOOOOOOGHOOOOlWO 
Representing Indigent TG Defendant 
in Criminal Courts 
Phyllis Randolph Frye 
PRFrye@aol.com 
{Recenily, I was allowed to include a short paper in 
the printed materials notebook for the "Criminal 
Practice Seminar: Appointed Attorney Certification 
and Recertification for the Harris County District and 
County Criminal Courts" sponsored by the Criminal 
Law and Procedure Section of the Houston Bar 
Association. This three day long seminar was the 
Sourth of its kind and is being viewed around the 
nation as a model for similar training in other juris- 

dictions. } 

The paper is six pages following the 
course format. Page one is title, page two is 
bio and page three begins the text. It is not 
comprehensive. It is a tool to begin to 
educate and sensitize attorneys who are 
appointed to represent transgenders in 
criminal matters. Use it as a tool! 

{The first two pages consists of Phyllis’ bio and not 
inconsequential list of awards and qualifications-ed} 

With increasing frequency, transgenders 
are moving through the criminal courthouse. 
This is not due to any transgender crime 
spree, but is due to many more transgenders 
"coming out" and more than their propor- 
tionate share coming into the criminal 


Gulf Gender Alliance Page 8 


system. More than their proportionate share 
are coming into the criminal system because 
of employment discrimination, the failure of 
homeless shelters to provide genuine assis- 
tance, and the failure of substance abuse 
programs to include the transgender issue 
into the treatment program. 


Unfortunately, when a person begins a 
transgender transition, they are often fired 
from their jobs. There is no legal employ- 
ment discrimination protection. Getting a 
new job is difficult at best during this stage, 
especially when documents do not match the 
name, face and gender presentation. If a 
young transgender comes-out while living at 
home, they are often kicked out. Homeless- 
ness or living on the edge are the result for 
many young transgenders who have not yet 
developed other support systems. Home- 
lessness is especially tragic because shelters 
will not take transgenders unless they are 
willing to go back to their pre-transition 
appearance. The emotional strain is horren- 
dous. The fear of being homeless is en- 
larged. Public homeless shelters need to be 
asked to address the needs of homeless trans- 
genders without the guilt-trips, homophobia, 
judgment and push to go back to before 
transition that is part of most programs. 

If they become alcohol or other-drug 
dependent, much of their addiction is due to 
their unresolved feelings of guilt, job loss 
and homelessness. Drug treatment programs 
usually require that they attend in the 
previous, non-transitioned, gender presenta- 
tion mode, and refuse to deal with the 
transgender issue. Then the programs try to 
have this person deal with only their drug 
problem while their transgenderism is 
suppressed. : R 


As a result you will meet transgenders 
who are usually first offenders, mostly for 
economic crimes (shoplifting or prostitu- 
tion), or for vice raids on the street people 
("let's pick up the trannies") with various 
and possibly made-up charges, or for DWI 
or drug possession cases. Job discrimination 
protection, homeless shelter assistance, and 
addressing the transgender guilt issue as part 
of the drug dependence would reduce most 
of this problem. 


Please: If you have a religious or moral 


Objection to your indigent client being 
transgendered, do not agree to represent her 
or him. Please: if you cannot give this 
person simple human dignity, but instead 
feel ashamed or embarrassed in representing 
her or him, do not agree to be their lawyer. 


Who are transgenders? “Transgender is used 
as an umbrella term that includes male and 
female cross dressers, transvestites, female 
and male impersonators, pre-operative and 
post-operative transsexuals and transsexuals 
who choose not to have genital reconstruc- 
tion, and all persons whose perceived gender 
or anatomic sex may conflict with their 
gender expression, such as masculine 
appearing women and feminine-appearing 
men." (Extensive Report on Discrimination 
Against Transgenders, from San Francisco 
Human Rights Commission, available at very 
low cost, 415-252-2500.) 


In the court-appointed context, you will 
meet the following people: 


1. Female to male (FTM) full-time transsex- 
ual (TS) who has been on hormones long 
enough to bave beginning male pattern 
baldness, facial and body hair, noticeably 
lowered voice and possibly had a legal 
change of name and change of gender ID (F 
to M) on the drivers license. He, yes he, 
may have had breast reduction surgery, and 
may have had a hysterectomy. Yet, without 
either a phalloplasty or a metaoidioplasty 
with scrotal implants, he will be classified as 
female and held in the jail with the female 
population. If he is there for any length of 
time, he will need his medically prescribed 
injection of hormones. This is even more 
necessary if he has not yet had a hysterec- 
tomy, since without the male hormones that 
his body is used to, he will begin menses 
again. To deprive this man of his hormones 
is cruel and contemptible. 


2. Male to female (MTF), full-time TS who 
has been on hormones long enough to have 
grown breasts, and possibly had a legal 
change of name and change of gender ID (M 
to F) on the drivers license. She, yes she, 
may have had electrolysis, and may have had 
an orchiectomy. Yet, without a vaginoplasty, 
she will be classified as male and held in the 
jail with the male population. Sometimes 
you will meet an MTF TS who has also had 


both a penectomy and orchiectomy, but 
because she does not have a vaginal opening, 
she is still classified as male and kept in that 
population. If she is there for any length of 
time, she will need her medically prescribed, 
daily oral hormone tablet. This is even more 
necessary if she has not yet had a orchiec- 
tomy, since without the female hormones 
that her body is used to, she will begin to 
grow facial hair again and redevelop male 
physical attributes. To deprive this woman 
of her hormones is cruel and contemptible. 


3. MTF, part-time cross dresser (CD) who 
was merely out while crossdressed and has 
no hormonal medical needs while incarcer- 
ated. 


4.-You will not notice the FTM crossdresser 
who will blend in with other butch females. 


5. You will not notice the completed, post 
surgical TS folks since classification is by 
genitals. 

How are these people classified and where 
are they kept in the jail? Unless there has 
been a recent change, many of these people 
are kept in the homosexual areas of the male 
and female populations. This is wrong. 
There is just as much danger of them being 
beaten and raped by homosexuals as there is 
by heterosexuals. They should be kept in 
administrative separation for their own 
safety. Again, to be punished for commit- 
ting a crime is one thing. To be doubly 
punished by doing the time under dangerous 
and humiliating conditions without pre- 
scribed hormones is another. 

When you meet one, how do you address 
her or him? The best way is to ask. "I 
recognize that you may be a transgendered 
person, so J need to know how you wish to 
be addressed? By which pronoun and by 
what name?" Ifa CD, he will probably say 
as a guy and keep his name. But if asa TS, 
they will often be relieved that someone, 
since their arrest, has finally given them the 
courtesy and dignity of their pronouns and 
name. To give them this is very little cost to 
us, yet very largely appreciated by them. If 
they bave not yet had a legal change of 
pame, ask if they wish to be addressed in 
this matter with their preferred name and 
pronouns. If so, make an Art 26.02 motion 
with the preferred name being the lead name 
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of this case and requesting the court to direct 
court personnel to use the preferred pronoun. 
(The Art. 26.02 is not a legal change of 
name, but can be used upon release to help 
overcome the prohibition for felons to get a 
name change, since it can be argued that 
both names are already in the criminal 
records system.) 


Get a bond. Get a bond. Get a bond! 
Most transgender folks that you meet in this 
situation will be first offenders and eligible 
for a bond. These people who have been 
teased, harassed, misclassified and possibly 
put in danger while within the system, 
cannot make a rational decision about a plea 
bargain, even one for a very short time. 
_Until such time as the jail has a firm policy 
with a safe place to keep transgenders, 
excessive bonds should be argued as civil 
rights violations. 


Get them their hormones! If your client 
cannot get out of jail and is on hormones, 
contact the medical division of the jail to get 
the hormones continued. Hormones are just 
as important for a transsexual person as for 
a non-transgender. Hormones do not cost 
that much. If a hearing is necessary, call 
Keith Smith, MD, 713-791-1874. Make a 
motion for court paid expert fees, and have 
Dr. Smith testify. (He is an endocrinolo- 
gist.) 

Jail guidelines. In 1993, the International 
Conference on Transgender Law and 
Employment Policy (CTLEP) constructed a 
"Policy for the Imprisoned, Transgendered." 
For a copy, go to their e-mail at ictlep 
hdq@aol.com. 


1, Segregation in the interest of an inmate's 
safety and dignity shall not deprive any 
inmate irom the rights, privileges and 
facilities afforded to other general population 
inmates. 

2. Access to counseling shall be afforded all 
transgendered inmates and shall include peer 
support group participation by those from 
inside the institution and those from the 
outside where possible. Counseling profes- 
sionals should be qualified with respect to 
the current standard of gender science. 


3. Transgender inmates shall be allowed to 
initiate or to continue hormone therapy, 
electrolysis and other transgender treatment 


modalities as prescribed by the involved 
professionals. 

4. The transgender inmate shall have access 
to clothing, personal items and cosmetics 
that are appropriate to the gender presenta- 
tion of that inmate and appropriate within 
the institutional setting. 

5. Special care shall be taken not to make a 
spectacle of transgendered inmates to the 
amusement of others, or to deny or to 
deprive transgendered inmates of their 
dignity. 

6. A process shall be established to afford 
the hearing of grievances to the above policy 
items and appropriate resolution shall be 
made. 

Ask the jail io work these into their 
policies for transgender inmates. 


Voir dire strategy. This is not a problem. 

Be very up-front and proud that your 
client is transgendered. Have you motions 
ready to insure that the state and the court 
use the correct gender name and pronouns, 
and protect the record if this is denied. In 
my experience, if the venire panel see that 
you are comfortable with and up-front about 
your client, they will do two things; the 
bigots will come to the surface for you to 
nail with cause strikes; and the remaining 
folks will give your client a fair shake on the 
facts. 


Community supervision. Insure that if 
getting a job is a condition, that the court 
acknowledges on the record that failure to 
become employed as a result of discrimina- 
tion during transition is not a failure to meet 
that condition. Insure that if your client is 
placed in a half-way shelter or homeless 
shelter, that the shelter be instructed that this 
person is transgendered and is not required 
to have to transition back to the prior gender 
role, but is instead to be treated with dignity 
in the new gender presentation. Insure that if 
drug or alcohol counseling is part of the 
conditions, that the program be instructed to 
address the transgender guilt issue as part of 
the dependency issue and that the trans- 
gendered probationer is to be treated with 
dignity in the new gender presentation. 
BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Fantasia Fair ‘99 
Migqi Gilbert 
< Gilbert@YorkU.ca> 
Hello Fantasia Fair '98 participants and 
potential FF ‘99 attendees. We just 
wanted to let you know that we're busy 
making plans for FF99 to be better than 
ever. Please visit the Fair's web site, 
www.fantasiafair.org and snoop around. 
We've just posted a list of events, present- 
ers, and a schedule. Times and dates for 
workshops are not yet fully finalized, but 
we're working on that now. 


We have quite an impressive list of 
presenters this year, and wonderful entertain- 
ment to boot. The Follies will be in the 
‘Towa Hali, wili sport a professionai produc- 
tion crew, with new acts as well as crowd 
pleasers going back 25 years. A gala 
classical piano concert will be given by the 
renowned New York-based pianist Sara 
Davis Beuchner. An academic colloquium 
will take place during the week as well. A 
special 25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee 
coffee table book of photographs from 25 
years of Fairs will be available. 


In a few days the web site will include a 
form for online registration. In the mean- 
time, please note that Provincetown Reserva- 
tions Systems is handling all reservations for 
FF99 via telephone. The phone number is 


listed on our web site. They will take care of 
your reservations for lodging, FF registra- 
tion fees, and even travel, if you wish. 
Please phone them rather than writing us via 
e-mail. 

Check back to the web site regularly to 
see what is evolving. Our 25th Anniversary 
is going to be a memoratle event. We hope 
to see you in P'town this October! 
{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News 
(GAIN), a free Internet news service, 
brought to you courtesy of American 
Educational Gender Information Service and 
It's Time, America! Material distributed via 
GAIN is for research and educational 
purposes onty and is not to be used for 
commercial gain} 

OOOOOOOOOOHO OOOO 
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